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Pol icy Board 

The Policy Board has an ongoing task of discerning the purpose(s) of Crossroads (also called “ends”), and to continuously refine our 
understanding of our ends by listening carefully to the congregation and God (our “owners”), to put in place policies that reflect 
those ends, and monitor that the ends are being achieved. 

At our Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) in March 2017 we held an ownership congregational consultation that bore interesting 
fruit. We digested the congregation’s comments at our meetings and we reported back to the congregation in June a summary of 
what we had heard and what we were doing about it. 

In the fall of 2017 the Policy Board took a new consultation approach and selected a number of ministry teams for focused 
ownership consultations, using some of the AGM congregational feedback as a starting point. 

The Policy Board also undertook Bible study at Board meetings as a manner of listening to God. 

Having carefully considered the feedback from the ownership consultations, and in further view of the mission statement that was 
adopted in 2016, the Policy Board in 2017-2018 has undertaken a major revision of our Ends Policy. At the time of writing this letter, 
having worked on at in at least four meetings, our revised Ends Policy is close to completion but has not yet been finalized and 
adopted. 

In the process of revising the Ends Policy the Policy Board has realized and recommended a revision to the short tag line of 
Crossroads that more closely aligns with our current understanding of our purpose. The revised tag line, which the Policy Board will 
propose for adoption at the 2018 AGM is “Cultivating Diversity, Serving God’s World”. 

With regards to wider church business, the Policy Board voted on the following “Remit” (a denomination process decision that was 
made at the General Council meeting in Cornerbrook, NL in 2015 that required a congregational decision). 

Remit 6 – “One Order of Ministry”: Does the presbytery/pastoral charge agree that there should be one new order of ministry 
encompassing the present categories of recognized designated lay ministers, diaconal ministers, and ordained ministers, with 
ordination to the ministry of word, sacrament, education, service and pastoral care as the single rite of entry, and with provision for 
the continued identity of the diakonia within the ordained ministry? 

After deliberation, the Policy Board of Crossroads DISAGREED with Remit 6 (answered “NO”). 

Please read through the reports in this Annual report from the various Crossroads ministries to read about the full life of our 
congregation. 

We are thankful and praise God for the support of our congregation and for the generous enthusiasm and support that all of our 
ministries receive.  

We would like to offer special thanks to Pam Shaw who will be leaving the Policy Board this year after six years of service. Pam has 
held the position of Secretary and we are grateful for her many contributions and sharing of her valuable time and talents with the 
Board. 

Mark Hopkinson, Chair 

For the members of the Policy Board:  
Rob Copeman-Haynes, Klaus Fix, Linda Jones, Eileen Noullett, Pam Shaw, Rev. Cari Copeman-Haynes 
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Trustees of  Crossroads United Church 

The Trustees hold title to all real and personal property of Crossroads United Church, for the benefit of the Congregation.  
The Trustees’ duties and responsibilities involve anything to do with the Congregation’s property and include: 

 annual review of insurance covering property loss, public liability and errors and omissions 

 leasing and rental of the Church’s property 

 annual application for exemption from municipal taxes 

 administration of the Church’s reserve funds which are not required for the normal day to day operations of the Church 

The Trustees submitted an annual report to the Policy Board to allow the Policy Board to monitor the actions of the Trustees and 
ensure compliance with Church Policies.  

The Trustees continued to administer the collection and application of the funds from the second capital campaign. The funds 
collected were used to repay the existing mortgage in favour of Envision Credit Union and to reimburse the reserve funds that were 
used towards paying down the mortgage. As of December 31, 2017 the reserve fund had been reimbursed in full. The Envision 
Mortgage had an outstanding balance of $34,300 at the beginning of 2017 and at the end of the year the balance had been paid 
down to $15,167.  

The Trustees also oversee the reserve fund, which as of December 31, 2017 had a year-end balance of $52,000. 

I would like to thank my fellow Trustees for their faithful service to the congregation during this year: Betty Desy, Bryan Hodgins, 
Leslie Marconi, Barry Stadey, and the Rev. Cari Copeman-Haynes. 

Submitted by Cameron G. White, Chair  

on behalf of the Board of Trustees of Crossroads United Church 

Lay Presbyter’s Report  

This last calendar year, of 2017, has been the beginning of beginnings, and the beginning of endings for the United Church in 
Canada, (to borrow and paraphrase, some might say: it has been the best of times, it has been the worst of times). 

We are literally at the proverbial crossroads: how we are structured - how we ordain Ministers, and even if we have to start paying 
property taxes (or not), have all been up for discussion and decision making in 2017 – and all aforementioned topics are still “on the 
table.” We can take nothing for granted. 

Until 2017, the four “voting/decision making levels” of the Church have been: Congregations, (specific pastoral charges); Presbytery, 
(a specific area or zone within a province); Conference, (provincial level); and General Council, (national level).  

Throughout 2017, there were ongoing and intense discussions, and passionate debates, about many of the aforementioned changes, 
(as well as on several other topics & matters).  

Assuming the changes are approved at the next General Council meeting in summer 2018, we will, in the coming year, perhaps by 
end of 2018, (or shortly thereafter), be restructured into: Congregations (voting or decision making authority); Clusters (non-voting 
collaborative, sharing, supporting groups, of nearby congregations – with no decision-making authority); Regions - sometimes 
province size, sometimes smaller, sometimes larger, (voting or decision making authority) and National Council (unchanged as 
national authority, with voting/decision making occurring) - in other words, three levels, (instead of four), for formal decision making. 

I have been representing Crossroads, as a lay member, attending the Presbytery meetings for Fraser Presbytery, for the last year 
plus – and find it a somewhat odd feeling, to realize there will be, very soon, no “Presbytery” level in the United Church of Canada.  

In 2017 it has been, all at once, both a time for action, and standing up to be heard - and a time for quiet reflection, and accepting 
those matters not in our hands. It has been in 2017, (and will be into 2018 and beyond, I dare say), a time when we have to, more 
than ever, trust in God to be with us, as we journey into, literally, uncharted waters. 

We have been blessed in 2017 to have Rev. Cari as both our pastor here at Crossroads, and our Provincial president, (President of 
B.C. Conference). She has shared both her insights, and information, at many Fraser Presbytery meetings, allowing many folk in our 
Presbytery to make more informed and thoughtful decisions.  

Respectfully submitted 

Bruce Holvick, Lay Presbytery Rep    
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Ministry and Personnel Committee 

The Ministry and Personnel Committee provides support to the staff members of Crossroads United. The committee acts as a 
sounding board for personnel, encourages self-care, consults about continuing education, and oversees the relationships between 
staff members, as well as between staff and the congregation. 

The committee creates and reviews job descriptions for Office Administrator, Bookkeeper, Minister for Children and Youth, 
Accompanist and Caretaker.  The committee supports staff performance through goal setting, discussion and review. The Lead 
Minister is overseen by the Policy Board and the contract with Evensong Worship Resources is overseen by the Lead Minister. 

Members of the committee meet with staff members periodically so that issues can be dealt with as quickly and efficiently as 
possible. In 2017 the Committee recommended cost of living pay increases for staff members. This practice is consistent with the 
United Church policy for Ministry Personnel. As well, the committee recommended additional compensation for the positions of 
Secretary and Bookkeeper in order to bring the pay scale closer to comparable positions in other churches.  

The Crossroads United M&P Committee maintains a Conflict Resolution Policy and Protocol. The purpose of the Policy is to provide 
guidance and support to personnel and volunteers in understanding conflict and in working through conflict to achieve positive 
results for personnel, members, volunteers and the community. It outlines the principles of conflict resolution, as well as a process 
to follow when conflicts arise.  

As per United Church Policy, a copy of Sexual Misconduct Prevention and Response Policy and Procedures, updated in 2017, is 
hanging on the bulletin board in the main office.  As well, this document is available on the United Church of Canada website. 
http://united-church.ca 

The M&P Committee was part of the hiring process for the bookkeeper position. Heather Burdett was hired in April 2017 and has 
quickly learned the programs and tasks needed to excel in her role. 

I have enjoyed my time as chair of this committee for the past two years. Due to work and life commitments I am stepping down 
from the role of the chair but will continue to be on the M&P Committee as a general member.   

The M&P Committee is thankful for the dedication and professionalism of our Ministry personnel and staff.  Continuing members 
look forward to another year working with them as we live out our Crossroads vision. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Marne Hopkinson, Chair 
Members: Leslie Marconi, Doug Shorter, Val Windsor, Linda Stadey 
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Lead Minister of Word, Sacrament & Pastoral  Care  

 

“Gestation” is the word I would choose to describe the feeling of 2017 from my view as Lead Minister. Though our congregation is 
far from dormant, or inactive, I have the sense that the Holy Spirit is preparing something that will deepen our faith and ministry yet 
further. Though it may not be visible yet, the ground is being prepared. 

At the same time, I also have the sense of God bringing the major projects that have flowed out of our renewal and redevelopment 
process to completion. We are very close to paying off our mortgage, which will complete the building project of 2011. With the 
support of the wider church, our congregation has borne the financial burden of the redevelopment with grace and commitment, 
while also carrying out the ministries that have been enabled by the improvements to our building. 

Our relationships with partners in the North Delta and Newton communities remain strong. This year we hosted another gala event 
in support of the Community Dinner ministry, which drew a significant number of newcomers into the circle of support of our 
monthly dinners. Another new partnership was born with the Azure Place safe home for women and children fleeing intimate 
partner violence, which has seen an outpouring of support from the community. It was a pleasure to participate in the launch of this 
important new effort in North Delta. 

We were blessed to travel with Craig Perry over the first part of the calendar year, in his field education placement with Crossroads 
for the Vancouver School of Theology. It was a tremendous moment to see him convocate in May. We also “released” our own 
candidate for ministry, Nam Ok Yoo, into a summer sabbatical-coverage position in Abbotsford, and then her SME (supervised 
ministry experience) in Alberta in the fall. 

Another significant moment, pointing in the direction of deepened capacity and identity, was the work of our Affirm Team in 
offering their training session in May on “Active Witnessing” led by Carl Beach. This was a first opportunity to practice new skills in 
engaging with integrity in moments when we encounter someone with vastly different values, beliefs and/or assumptions. 

This training time was put to good use in the conversation and engagement in the circle of Crossroads folks who participated in the 
“Jesus Fatwah” study in the fall. Both the video-based sessions (using materials from Living the Questions) and the session with 
Maulana Nabil Khan of the Al-Ihsan Foundation and a large group of Muslim neighbours offered opportunities to listen carefully, ask 
non-judgmental questions and seek to understand past our own assumptions. 

The North Delta Refugee Project is the ministry group that most clearly fits the notion of “gestation” just because they have been 
waiting so long to welcome the Georges family from Syria. We are just about to turn the corner to active hospitality, after two years 
and three months of preparation and waiting. 

To enable all the outward-reaching ministries that Crossroads is engaged in, there is a deep well of spiritual strength and 
refreshment that our people turn to in worship and spiritual practice. I want to encourage everyone in our congregation to continue 
to turn (and return) to God for the grace and strength to accomplish the ministry that we have been called to carry out. 

A final word about our “trending” during this year… despite our redevelopment efforts of the last decade we are still in a position of 
risk, partly because of our demographics. This year we have seen an actual decline in local offerings compared to budget, which may 
be discouraging to those who had hoped we might “buck the trend” of decline in mainline churches in Canada. Rather than fretting 
anxiously, let us set our minds to consideration of our purpose and our hearts to openness to God’s activity in our midst.  

It is God, “whose power working in us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine” (Eph. 3:20) who has 
called us to this ministry, and who will give us everything we need to faithfully carry it out. 

Grace and peace to all, 
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Affi rm Team 

Members: Rev. Edith Baird, Carl Beach, Sandra Clark, Rev. Cari Copeman-Haynes, Anne McNamee, Marion McNeill, Janis Marshall, 
Pam Shaw, Norma Tiessen 

Crossroads United Church is an intergenerational Christian community called by God to: 

 follow Jesus Christ and move with the Holy Spirit; 

 welcome the ministry and participation of all persons without regard to age, race, sexual orientation, 

ability, marital status, culture, family type, gender identity, gender expression and socio-economic status, 

accepting each other as we are; and 

 practice faithful stewardship of God’s gifts and resources to serve the world. 

The focus for the Affirm team has three streams: education, self-identity and advocacy. Our major initiative in 2017 was leading a 
half-day workshop entitled "Responding to Injustice". Approximately 35 Crossroads folks came together on April 8 to learn about the 
commonality shared by all forms of discrimination (known as intersectionality). Participants were introduced to the "Active 
Witnessing Model" and spent time practicing effective ways of responding to examples of injustice that we encounter in our 
everyday lives, everything from racist "jokes" to bullying behaviour. "Silence is the welcome mat for hate." Ann Van Dyk  
(Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission) "Active witnessing is everyone's choice and responsibility." Dr. Ishu Ishiyama 
(05/30/2000 Halifax Conference) 

Members of our team also participated in an Active Witnessing workshop sponsored by the LeaderShift group of BC Conference, a 
webinar entitled "Queering The Family Tree" by the National Council on Family Relations and previewed a video study series entitled 
"Resilient Faith" by Generous Space, an initiative of the Lutheran Church. 

We encourage you to make use of the Crossroads Library for books for all ages on LGBTQ issues. Titles include: God and the Gay 
Christian by Matthew Vines, Transparently by Lisa Salezar, The Family Book by Todd Parr, Becoming Nicole by Amy Ellis Nutt, Prayers 
from the Edges by the Generous Space Community and She's Not There by Jennifer Finney Boylan. 

Yours, in the colouring-outside-the-lines love of Jesus, 

The Crossroads Affirm Team 

THE 
BRANCHES 
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Anam Cara 

This small group meets on Monday evenings. Our goal is to provide time and space to connect more deeply with God. To do that, we 
proceed at a significantly slower pace and we settle into extended periods of silence.  

Our usual practice is to begin with a brief personal check-in, an opening prayer and then a scripture reading (from the previous 
Sunday) with a simple lectio divina response format. We then spend 10 to 20 minutes in silence, and close with prayer. 

Walking with one another on this journey of life and faith is good work. When we can surrender our very human tendencies to want 
to fix things and to defend our own ideas (there is plenty of other time and place for that sort of thing) and when instead we 
cultivate silence and deep inner listening, we come to recognize the presence of God. And then when we can remain patient, open 
and vulnerable we may become aware of what God has done, and is doing, in us.  

In loving community, 

Anam Cara Group 
(Helen Anderson, Rob Copeman-Haynes, Bruce Holvick, 
Eileen Noullett, Pam Shaw) 

 

 

 

 

 

Archival Project Ministry  

 

Our project involving the histories of St. John’s Strawberry-Hill and Royal Heights is now done. On June 4th we set up a display in the 
Welcome Space with pictures, posters and photo albums. In the Hall, a fabulous lunch was prepared and we watched a PowerPoint 
show prepared by John MacDonald. 

It was a rewarding project and so well received by all, even our friends from Korea. 

Thanks you to everyone who helped us put this together. We couldn’t have done it without so much help. 

Diane Hislop and Brenda MacDonald, 
Archivists for Crossroads United 

 

                                                               

 St. John’s Strawberry Hill United             and               Royal Heights United             became        Crossroads United Church, 2009 
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Building & Property Maintenance  

The Maintenance Team stays busy keeping up the physical presence that hosts the work of our ministry. This includes looking after 
day-to-day issues such as squeaky doors, jammed lock boxes, light bulb replacements, beeping motion detectors, etc., etc., etc. We 
also oversee contracts for equipment maintenance such as HVAC, alarm system, irrigation and fire systems. 

The team of Walter H., Gord N., Vern W., George G., Rob W., Rev. Cari, work-party coordinator Sandra C., and Bryan H. organize, 
coordinate and carry out the work on an ongoing basis.  

It is an understatement to say that this is a large job and we need the help of many hands and many talents, not just those on the 
team. We owe a special thanks to George W for his attention to the kitchen, to Janis M our custodian who keeps the building clean, 
and to others who drop in to help from time to time.  

Most of the work of keeping the sidewalks clear has been done by volunteers. It was quite the task early in 2017, but luckily the fall 
was fairly mild. We might not be so lucky next December. It would be greatly appreciated if this could be shared by more helpers. 
Thanks so much for the dedicated efforts of Eileen & Gord N.  

Some of our accomplishments this year include installing the new projectors and camera in the sanctuary, re-lamping the Scott Road 
sign and parking lot lights, pumping the kitchen grease trap and parking lot drains, repairing the glass door broken by vandals, and 
removing graffiti.  

If you would like to be on the team or just lend a hand or if you have talent or training in any of the maintenance areas that you 
would like to share, please let either Bryan or Sandra know. All help is appreciated and we would love to see you! 

Yours in fellowship 

Bryan Hodgins 
Maintenance Team Chair 

 

 

Outside and Garden Maintenance 

We are grateful to the members of our congregation who regularly attend to the maintenance of the outside spaces.  

The grass is cut on a weekly basis, fertilized and limed in the spring and reseeded when bare patches appear. An automatic sprinkling 
system looks after irrigation to most areas. However, in the summer, the rhododendrons need to be watered manually. Shrubs are 
pruned and hedges are trimmed to keep them looking tidy. Occasionally it is necessary to climb ladders to remove dead limbs from 
the larger trees. Bulbs have been planted in the fall to ensure we have daffodils and tulips in the spring. The large pots beside the 
main entry are replanted seasonally. We have found that a thorough weeding of the flowerbeds in the spring prevents them from 
multiplying.  

This team of people also help with window washing as required and pressure washing of sidewalks and exterior walls. 

This past year we found that scheduling regular garden parties on Wednesday mornings helped us to get most of the main tasks 
completed. We are guided by the idea that “many hands make light work.” 

New members are welcome to join our team. We will continue to hold the weekly garden parties. Please watch for notifications in 
the bulletin. 

Many thanks to Ken Mac for maintaining the lawn, and to the garden gnomes: Pam B., Marilyn S-C. , Alf D., Rob C-H., Gord  
& Eileen N., George G., Val W., Vern & Ann W., Rob W., the late Dorene C. and Walter who have dropped in to help us keep our 
outside spaces beautiful. 

Yours in fellowship, 

Sandra Clark 
Outside and Garden Coordinator. 
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Caring Ministr ies 

Throughout 2017, Pastoral Care has taken many forms and some of it is done by teams: 

1. The Visitation Team, whose purpose is to visit those who are sick or shut in and assist with serving Communion to shut-ins 
at Christmas. 

2. The Phoning Team, who call the shut-ins or those without access to the church announcements.  

Another form of Pastoral Care is the sending of cards. This is done by Mary Ann Tame for those who are 
sick, injured, bereaved or those who we believe might need a word of encouragement or support. 
Sometimes milestone birthdays or anniversaries are acknowledged if a family had submitted a Family 
Record Form to the office with such details on it. The forms are helpful to the office and ministerial staff.  

This year, the Visitation Team consisted of Rev. Cari Copeman-Haynes, Sandie MacKenzie, Walter Hawkins, 
Bruce Holvick, Helen Anderson and myself. We meet together at the church and discern who in the 
congregation would appreciate a visit over their illness or bereavement. These meetings happen a few times 
a year. We then individually, or in pairs, visit these folks every once in a while. 

The Phoning Team is coordinated by Betty-Lou Read. These folks call some of our people who do not 
receive announcements by computer, or who are shut-in. The callers inform them of special activities or happenings at the church 
that they might be interested in hearing about. The phoners continue to be Marlene Olson, Sharon Nosek, Donna Carlaw and 
Margaret Toews. 

Blue Christmas is a service conducted by Rev. Cari in early December to acknowledge the feelings of many who find the Christmas 
season difficult in general, or who have suffered a specific loss. Anyone is welcome and often members of the Pastoral Care team 
are there to listen as we linger over a cup of tea after the service. Thanks to Heather Burdett who provided the refreshments after 
this year’s service. 

Also in December, come the Communion Visits to shut-ins. This year, Rev. Cari and a couple of members of the Visitation Team 
served Communion to the following people over a couple of days: Flo Read and Murdina Paavila at Bear Creek Villa, Anne Jones in 
Aldergrove, Fran Newport in Surrey, Gino Salvalaggio (Laurel Place) accompanied by his wife Jeannie, and Eileen Killoh and Edna 
Smith at Columbus Lodge. 

Rev. Cari conducted Memorial and Celebration of Life services both at Crossroads and off-site: 

GRACY STACEY internment of ashes Nick Lianza’s mother-in-law 

ROLANDE LIZÉ private Joanne Shorter’s mother 

BABY MYERS private memorial on anniversary of pregnancy loss Josh and Leslie Myers 

Those conducted at Crossroads United Church were for the following persons: 

JOSHUA BUNZ Ann & Vern’s grandson 

BEATRICE ROURKE Bev Richardson’s sister 

KAREN CHASE Norma & Henry Tiessen’s daughter 

DORENE CAMPBELL Clark’s wife and Ryan’s mother 

JO GILHESPY mother of Miki Kemmet & family 

LAWRENCE MARTIN Maureen Toth’s father (Private for visiting family) 

We share in the grief of these families and extend our sincere condolences and pray that they may find peace and comfort in their 
faith and the support of their extended families and friends. 

For the public services held here at Crossroads we are so thankful for our Hospitality Teams, which organize and prepare the food 
for these Memorials (for their other work please see the section entitled Hospitality Ministries). This is usually done by Ann and Vern 
Wilkie, with back-up this year provided by Heather Burdett, Val Windsor, Sandra Clark and Betty Desy with groups of helpers. Many 
thanks to every one of them. 

The Memorial Hostess who greets the bereaved family and helps them feel as comfortable as possible before the service is Janis 
Marshall. This year Joanne Shorter and Pam Shaw filled that role when Janis was away. 
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Usually there are some greeters at our three main doors before the service to welcome the friends and acquaintances of the 
bereaved family and see that they are comfortable and seated before the service starts. 

It cannot be overstated how grateful we are to have such a caring and giving folks at large, over and above team members, who 
extended God’s love through their sharing, caring and giving ways, every day. 

We, as a Caring Ministry, welcome your input if you should hear of somebody in need. Also, we would welcome anybody who feels 
called to join any of our teams…please speak with Rev Cari or any team member named above. 

Speaking of you, the congregation, we thank those of you who indicated on last fall’s Spiritual Gift form, that you might be 
interested in joining our team of visitors. Helen Anderson, our newest member, has already joined us for many meetings and she is 
warmly welcomed. Even if you haven’t filled out a Spiritual Gift form but would be interested in visiting, driving or phoning, by all 
means speak to Rev. Cari or myself or any others of the Team, who are listed in the second paragraph of this report.  

Respectfully submitted 

Pam Bulpin 

 

The Caregivers’ Support and Social Group  

The Caregivers’ Support Group was held once a month on the 3rd Wednesday from 12:30 – 
2:30 PM in the Library. It is a lively group, and we have great discussions – some serious and 
some not!  

As the year turns, we have been on hiatus… one of the hallmarks of caregivers is that we take 
time for self-care. 

A big thank you to Rae and Ed Gibbons for their continual support of the group. 

Submitted by  
Norma Tiessen, RN Retired 

 

 

 

Blood Pressure Clinic 

Blood Pressure Clinic is on the first Sunday of the month in the Oasis. We have on average between 4 to 10 
clients. It is a great time for those who are worried about their B/P to discuss this with the person who is 
doing the reading. I personally encourage my clients to discuss their concerns with their GP or cardiologist.  

The congregation is now aware, for the most part, that this service is being offered once a month after the 
Sunday Service.  

Submitted by 

Norma Tiessen, RN Retired 
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Children, Youth and Family Ministry  

Crossroads Ministry with children has primarily been focused on Sunday morning programming this year. We continue to primarily 
share the Biblical story through the use of Godly Play resources. A trained storyteller, supported by a door-keeper, share a Biblical 
story or concept and then explore the story with the children by asking wondering questions. Our dedicated volunteers and recruiter 
ensure this ongoing ministry unfolds on a weekly basis for the children in our Crossroads community. 

Again this past year the children spent time preparing for and then leading two worship services. The children delight in this 
opportunity to “be the ministers” for a worship service and no sooner have we finished sharing in the leadership of a service than 
they are wanting to check out when they can again be the ministers. 

Children from our congregation also participated in wider church events designed specifically for children. In February four 
Crossroads children, along with 92 other children and a number of leaders (including two from Crossroads) and youth gathered at 
Stillwood Retreat Centre near Cultus Lake for a weekend of singing, worship, small groups, shared meals, laughter, activities, and 
even a bit of sleep. In May three children from Crossroads participated in Children at Conference that occurred this year on the 
University of British Columbia Campus. During Children at Conference the children learned a bit more about how the wider church 
works, joined with all the conference delegates in worship, and explored themes related to the general 
meeting through storytelling, games, activities and their own times of worship. 

Your ongoing practical and prayerful support of this ministry is deeply appreciated. 

Blessings and peace, 

Gabrielle 

 

 

 

Christmas Hamper Report  

When the Christmas Hamper Ministry started this year, I was worried.  

There were so many other worthy causes, and only so many Crossroads faithful. I knew that the groups that have helped in the past 
by sponsoring families would probably not be there to help us this year. By the time we closed the list off, we had thirteen families, 
with forty-six people, twenty-five of whom were children.  

One of our drivers was unable to help due to work obligations, and our wonderful shoppers could not shop because of health issues. 
What to do? 

I should have had more faith. Our Crossroads family made this the most successful Hamper Fund yet, donating a total of over $1850, 
and getting individual gifts for everyone on our list. 

Our normal shoppers gave me lots of advice and encouragement. I had no idea just how much they did until they couldn’t do it. 
Thank you for those years of cheerful service! I would love to welcome you back next year. 

On December 17, ten of us put the hampers together. Each hamper got pasta and sauce, tuna, oatmeal, peanut butter, crackers, 
rice, juice, chunky soup, canned veggies and fruit, hot chocolate, fresh carrots, potatoes, oranges, and a treat of biscuits or 
chocolates. Families with children also got granola bars. In their Christmas card envelope was a gift card to purchase perishables. 

Two others volunteered as drivers, and everything was delivered to our grateful families.    

Many, many thanks, to all our Christmas elves.  

Submitted by Elaine Galley 
On behalf of the 2017 Christmas Hamper Ministry  
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Communications Report  

One of the main purposes of Crossroads’ website is to welcome and inform potential newcomers about our church. The second 
major purpose is to provide an information hub for our congregation. By keeping our website up-to-date, we provide not only a 
great resource for our congregation, but an accurate portrayal of life at Crossroads to potential seekers. 

Keeping these goals in mind, our small but enthusiastic website team spent 2017 consistently making updates to the Crossroads 
website to keep information current. Cari and Sandy worked closely together to add new events, slider features, news stories, new 
pages, weekly sermons, testimonies, photos, links, updating content, and much more. A major effort this year, in cooperation with 
the Stewardship and Finance Team, was the new “Giving” page. Shannon continued to provide photographs of staff and KidVenture. 
Andrew worked in a behind-the-scenes capacity by providing site and hosting support, as well as back-ups.  

Crossroads’ Website team: 

Rev. Cari, project sponsor, content provider 

• Written content 

• New content and update requests 

• Upload weekly sermons 

• Proofing  

Sandy Konowalchuk, web designer 

• Design and implementation of new features 

• Upload, layout and design of all content 

• Sourcing and editing photographs and images 

• Proofing and minor text editing 

• Search engine optimization 

Andrew Tuline, site support 

• Annual domain name registration renewal costs 

• Monthly web hosting costs 

• Automated site backups to a local server 

• Occasional site support such as software updates 

Shannon Hodgins, photographer 

• Staff photos 

• KidVenture photos 

Sunday Technical Team  
Led by Bryan Hodgins and Thea Copeman-Haynes, team members record sermons and testimonies and save them in a format ready 
to be uploaded to the website. 

Social Media 
Crossroads continues to have a presence on both Facebook and Twitter. We hope to increase our postings and tweets this coming 
year. If you are passionate about social media and would like to join our team, please let us know.  

If you are a Facebook user, join the Crossroads United Church Facebook group. Be sure to check in when you're at the church. 

Illuminated Sign 
Throughout the year, thanks to Pam and Russ Shaw, our illuminated reader sign on Scott Road advertised congregational events and 
tried to speak a word of comfort and challenge to passersby. (This year we discovered that our fluorescent light bulbs are seven feet 
long — a soon-to-be-extinct species! Thanks to Bryan Hodgins, who has now stockpiled all the seven foot tubes available to us!) 

Local Media 
In other communications efforts, we continued to enjoy excellent support from local media in terms of our press releases getting 
free newspaper coverage for Crossroads events.  

As 2018 begins, we look forward to continuing to expand our online presence. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Sandy Konowalchuk 

Community Dinner Fundraising Team 

With Marion Carr’s leadership, Earl Ellett, George Windsor, Joanna Cossey, Rev. Cari, Doug Shorter, Marti James, Brian James and 
Janice Kidwell set out to plan and execute a fundraising event in support of the Crossroads Community Dinner Ministry. A similar 
event was held in 2014 and a ‘Thank- You’ event was held in 2015. While primarily fundraising in nature, these functions are an 
effective way to share the statistical realities that inspire the ministry, as well as showcasing the program, our guest experience and 
our vision to serve the community. With this in mind, the Community Dinner Fundraiser was set for the evening of March 4, 2017.   

The evening included an opportunity to browse and bid on Silent Auction items, purchase an item off the ‘wish list,’ hear about the 
program – including impactful testimony of volunteers and guests of the Community Dinners – enjoy an excellent dinner prepared 
by the Community Dinner team and finally participate in a rollicking live auction. In addition to the strong Crossroads turnout, 
attendees included representatives from service organizations, and as well as the municipal and provincial government. 

The hard work of the Fundraising Team members, the Community Dinner Team and all the volunteers who assisted with many tasks 
made it a very successful and enjoyable evening. Direct fundraising results from ticket sales, auctions and wish list contributions 
were in excess of $7,700. In addition, it is anticipated that new and renewed community connections 
and awareness will result in continued strong subscription to monthly dinner sponsorship 
opportunities. 

Thank you all for your support of this initiative to uphold a key Crossroads ministry. 

Submitted by Doug Shorter 
for Marion, Earl, George, Joanna, Rev. Cari, Doug, Marti, Brian, and Janice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Dinner Report  

2017 was the sixth year of monthly dinners for the Community Dinner Ministry at Crossroads. Meals are served free of charge on the 
fourth Saturday of every month. The goal is to invite the wider community in to share a nutritious meal and warm fellowship. The 
meal is the invitation, but the heart of this ministry is the heartfelt welcome and hospitality that guests encounter. 

We see many regular guests; always there are newcomers; and sometimes there are latecomers. Here we get the chance to join in 
the kind of hospitality that Jesus modelled, where everyone is welcome, everyone is valued and everyone is fed. One thing we have 
discovered is that when time and dignity are offered, people eventually begin to trust and relationships begin to form: one young 
child brings a book to read every month and is proud to show off his reading skills to one of the volunteers; another guest likes to 
learn about the food; one man loves to be noticed and called by name by a volunteer he has connected with; from time to time a 
guest will seek a volunteer role and become part of the team.  

We continue to be grateful for the ongoing support from the congregation and from community organizations who sponsor monthly 
meals. In 2017 the meals were sponsored by: North Delta Rotary, Crossroads Caregivers Group, Scottsdale Lions (two months), Earl 
Ellett, Delta Councillor Bruce McDonald & Delta School Trustee Laura Dixon, Carla Qualtrough MP & Donna Burke, Gail & Ralph 
Martin, IHOP owner Gary Kelbert, Pam & Russ Shaw, Marti & Brian James and Ken & Sandra Clark. For 2018, many more in the 
congregation have responded so caringly to the new initiative to cover the overhead costs (heat/lights/power for commercial 
equipment/custodial) at $200 per meal. 

The Community Dinners engage a group of workers who come both from the congregation and from the wider community. It takes 
about 30 people giving a total of approximately 100 hours each month to plan the menu, advertise the dinners, organize the teams, 
shop, oversee the kitchen, cook, set up, greet, serve and clean up.  
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If you come to Crossroads at 5 PM on the fourth Saturday of the month, here is what you will find: tables set with tablecloths and 
flowers, a dining room filled with hungry people, a delicious aroma wafting out from the kitchen, background music from Tiny at the 
piano, smiling servers bringing the meals to the tables and the hum of conversation as people connect with one another. Surely this 
is the kind of community God intends for all. Our hearts are filled and we are grateful. 

In Christ's service 
The Community Dinner Organizing Team:  
Jason Hodgins, Earl Ellett, Klaus Fix, Marti James, Pam Shaw, Heather Stewart, Joanne Wilcox, Kim Young  

If you would like to lend a hand from time to time or even just try out being part of the crew,  
please contact Pam Shaw 604-589-4198 pamshaw@telus.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concerts held at Crossroads 

Bobby Jo Valentine  

We welcomed Bay Area singer-songwriter Bobby Jo Valentine back for a second concert at Crossroads early in the year. As with his 
first appearance at Crossroads, Bobby Jo’s lyrics were an honest and faithful testimony of the complexities of 
life and faith. Several attendees mentioned how much they enjoyed his music and wished they had invited 
neighbours to attend. Thanks to Dixie MacLeod for hosting the concert, to Bryan Hodgins for his work in the 
sound booth, and to the Noulletts for hosting Bobby Jo at their home overnight after the concert. 
Unfortunately, this concert was not well subscribed and did not make a profit. 

Submitted by 

Rev. Cari 

 

 

Maple Leaf Singers  

Crossroads enjoyed an outstanding musical event with the return of the Maple Leaf Singers, which took place Sunday afternoon 
December 3rd. Through our partnership, they returned a share of the tickets they sold exclusively and were given two days gratis 
rental of the MPH. The ticket sales were boosted by an early bird price of $15 by November 5, and sale of $20 later offering 
expansive refreshment.  

Many thanks to Margaret T. and Diana M. for taking charge of ticket sales and also Diane Hall for all the office and advertising duties, 
Heather B. and a wonderful crew taking charge of the catering, and Rev. Cari for her role as liaison with the choir.  

The result was a profit of $2056 for Crossroads. 

Submitted by 

Ann Wilkie 

mailto:pamshaw@telus.net
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Congregational L i fe Team  

Homecoming Harvest Dinner 2017 

The annual chicken barbecue, held in mid-September, is enjoyed by Crossroads folk as a time to gather together in celebration 
of our community. This year, the usual menu of chicken barbecued on the big barbecue, corn cooked on the big outdoor 
cooker, and potluck salads and pies was enjoyed again. An after-dinner all ages dance and entertainment also returned, with 
great participation. New this year was entertainment before dinner by a small steel drum band, which inspired a “Tacky 
Tourist” theme that was embraced by many. Our décor diva, Betty Desy, jumped in with great goofy table décor. Fun little 
prizes were awarded for great tacky tourist costumes. Also new for 2017 was a pre-dinner all ages activity on the plaza, with 
Andrew Tuline leading participants in a lantern-making workshop. 

This event requires the hands-on contributions of many. Set up, take down, kitchen crew organization, chicken and corn 
procurement and preparation, overseeing the entertainment lineup, serving dessert. To those who say “yes” well ahead of the 
event to oversee these various tasks, thank-you for your generous service to the gathered community. These key volunteers 
include Carl Beach, Sandra Clark, Betty Desy, Minda Dobres, Sylvia Freer, Gord Noullett, Rob and Janet Watson, Ann and Vern 
Wilkie, George Windsor. Others respond enthusiastically when the traditional Crossroads’ sign-up sheet goes up, and fill in 
blanks to bring potluck contributions and provide extra hands, helping in specific ways on the day of the barbecue. We are 
also grateful for the generous monetary donations participants make, which allows us to enjoy this time together, covering 
costs for purchased food and paid entertainment, with no cost to the church budget.  

In Christ’s service,  
Eileen Noullett 

 

Faith Foundations 

Newcomers to Crossroads are invited to join others for Faith Foundations, a time of learning about the Christian faith as lived 
out at Crossroads, and sharing, to their level of comfort, the story of their own faith journey. In 2017, Faith Foundations was 
held twice on Sundays after worship: April 1st (with 5 participants) and October 29th (2 participants). Rev. Cari and I gather 
with participants in the Library for lunch followed by an afternoon of conversation. This year, I have been grateful for the 
support of Sharon Nosek who prepares and serves the lovely lunch and afternoon break goodies. Thank-you, Sharon! 

Material for Faith Foundations, a course of adult faith formation developed by Rev. Cari, is based on the six Marks of 
Discipleship identified by Michael Foss in his book Power Surge - worship, prayer, daily bible reading, giving, serving and 
spiritual friendship – and theology as introduced by “The New Creed” of the United Church. Conversation about these marks 
of discipleship - our experience of them, wonderings about them, and information about opportunities to deepen into them at 
Crossroads – is interspersed with learning about Church history and the teachings of both historic and current spiritual 
leaders. The day typically also includes laughter, tears and building relationships that often 
last long after the day is over. The common experience of Faith Foundations is an important 
part of developing the strong community of faith that is Crossroads United Church. 

As the day concludes, participants are invited to consider whether they are prepared to 
become members of Crossroads, through baptism, reaffirmation of their baptismal faith, or 
membership transfer, at the next opportunity in the Christian calendar, or if they would like to 
delay that decision for the time being.  

In Christ’s service 
Eileen Noullett 
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Food Pantry  

The Food Pantry Ministry completed its 5th year of operation in December 2017. Your generous donations enable us to continue to 
provide nutritious food hampers to those in need in our community. 

 Number of bags of groceries distributed: 79 

 Number of households or people accessing food pantry: 15 

Frequency of visits: 

1 time 2 times 3 times 4 times 8 times 9 times 12 times 

2 1 3 4 1 2 2 

 Zero frequency for five, six, seven, ten, and eleven visits. 

Russell and I are continuing with the deliveries to the Surrey Food Bank. At the end of November 
Elaine Galley, Sharon Sullivan, Betty Boyd and Betty-Lou Read attended an open house at the SFB, 
where we enjoyed Christmas carols and refreshments. We also accepted, on behalf of the 
congregation, an award recognizing the ongoing contributions of Crossroads United Church to the 
Surrey Food Bank.    

Food Pantry Ministry members are Betty Boyd, and Russell and Betty-Lou Read.  

Respectfully submitted by 

Betty-Lou Read  

 

Fundraising 

Garage Sale 

The Annual Spring Garage Sale this year was held on Saturday April 29th between the hours of 9 and 2. 
The work for this event began earlier, of course, with announcements going through various media to the 
public, and checking our portable signs and even rebuilding some, as necessary. Posters for people to sign 
up for positions where they can be of help were put up a couple of weeks before the date of the sale. (We 
definitely need the posters up earlier in future, to give folks ample time to plan.) 

It really does help if lots of willing folks check their home commitments first and then sign up where they can, for duties which 
appeal to them, and are able to stick to those commitments. We are most grateful for the large turnouts we get on the Friday night 
carting goods from the Sanctuary to the Multipurpose Hall (fortified by a pizza supper!) and also for the clean-up time on Saturday 
afternoon. Many hands make light work.  

Two area where we felt a bit short of manpower were in the sorting of goods through the week and especially on sale day, the area 
of tallying up people’s purchases before they actually get to the cashier. It certainly helps speed things along if there are a few more 
people doing that tally up. A total cost is written down and given to the shopper who presents it and the payment directly to the 
cashier. (If those positions appeal to you, please look for them on our next sign-up poster for our next sale.) 

This year the carting away of leftovers was greatly enhanced by the arrangement we had set up through a contact at the HUB. they 
have an arrangement with an organization which picks up church garage sale leftovers and takes them to the HUB for distribution to 
their young families in need. This reduced the number of truckloads of leftovers to Talize, or neighbourhood charities, which our 
folks have always had to do. 

It goes without saying that all the volunteer work is appreciated. This year it did produce a significant boost of money ($4,157 in 
2017) to contribute to Crossroads’ ministries. Another benefit to the church is the sense of community and friendship-building that 
this kind of large effort produces. Thanks to all of you who helped make the sale a success.  

Respectfully submitted 

Pam Bulpin 
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Christmas Décor Sale 

In January of 2017 our preparations for our 6th successful Christmas Sale began with gently used Christmas décor being 
collected, sorted, boxed and put away for our November sale. 

In October ingredients were donated and soup and goodie jars were assembled and decorated.  

On the Sunday before the sale a very large crew enjoyed delicious homemade soup and then moved everything into the 
sanctuary from the mezzanine. It worked really well to not only sort but also assemble Christmas trees, begin testing 
electrical items and begin tagging our merchandise on Sunday instead of waiting until Monday. Doing some of those jobs 
on Sunday made pricing during the week much more manageable! 

On the Friday night before the sale another large crew shared pizza and moved everything into the hall in readiness for 
the sale. Our daycare tenant, One World Childcare, graciously let us begin setting up on Friday afternoon. 

On the day of the sale visitors who lined up early appreciated a hot cup of coffee while waiting for our doors to open at 
9. The whole building was bursting with shoppers excited about their bargains and enjoying the welcoming atmosphere. 
Our lunch/tea room continued to be very popular! Our Crossroads’ band provided entertainment, Santa paid us a visit 
and our customers loved having kids help to serve in the lunch room. Having kids show customers how battery-operated 
items worked was awesome as well. Perhaps our youth group might like to be involved next year. 

Many people worked hard to make this event happen, donating gently used Christmas décor and ingredients for our gift 
jars, filling gift jars, baking, making soup, advertising, distributing posters, sorting, pricing, packaging, testing electrical 
items, overseeing the money and more! 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped, especially those who worked tirelessly during the week before the sale. We 
sold a substantial amount of our merchandise and our total for the 2017 sale was $4654.35. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Christmas Sale committee, 
Linda Hodgins 
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Healing Ministr ies  

Healing in the Oasis 

2017 was a year of transition and change for the healing ministry. We were blessed to have a new addition to our team of 
practitioners, Norma, who took the beginner training. She also attended the program faithfully bringing her many talents and 
life experience to the group. One of our team also took upgraded training. Unfortunately, even with this growth in our skills 
and in our numbers, we were unable to provide continuous programing for the church after the summer break. Two of our 
team retired and two moved out of the area. Up until June we continued as in other years to provide meditation, self-care and 
table work on Tuesday mornings. Due to this the ministry is on hold until we can replenish our resources. Anyone who is 
interested in becoming part of this ministry should contact Rev Cari as there is training money available. 

As always it has been a real gift and a blessing to be able to serve you. Thanks to everyone who supported us and thanks to 
the church for the space and resources that allowed us to provide this service.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Teresa Sankey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

I would like to share with you the following letter our group received from someone, unknown to us, who received  
one of our shawls: 

“Sometimes life leads us through difficult paths, paths that come unexpectedly and without notice. 
We rarely are prepared for the anguish and pain that follows. In difficult and trying times, we feel 
alone and great sadness. As complex and intricate as human emotions can be, answers that heal us 
never come easy or quick. 

Your gift of a prayer shawl touched my heart in many ways. This gesture of kindness will always 
remind me of hope in times of darkness. Words cannot describe the gratitude that I feel for your act 
of affection. It brings me serenity to know that people like you and this organization exists. People 
who pray for each other’s wellbeing even if they have never met them before. Thank you for the 
warmth and gentleness of your gesture, it warms my heart.” 

This wonderful response to receiving a prayer shawl is why our small group of dedicated knitters and crocheters  
come together the first Wednesday of each month in the library from 10-noon.  

We are always happy to have new members join us. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Leslie Marconi 
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Hospitali ty Ministr ies  

Greeters/Ushers  

Our wonderful group of greeters act as the “open arms” of Crossroads, welcoming everyone with a smile, a handshake or a hug (if 
they have permission)!!  

I am very fortunate to be part of this Hospitality Ministry and I love seeing our Mission Statement in action 
every Sunday morning. Inviting, greeting and welcoming everyone is a great way to honour our God!!  

Most Greeters have been to an orientation session with Rev. Cari and that does give a boost of confidence. 

Many thanks to all our reliable, helpful and friendly Greeters who continue to do an outstanding job!!  

Sincerely,  

Robin Allaby 

 

Coffee Hosts 

Thank you to everyone who extends a welcoming hand and invites newcomers to join all for coffee after worship. 

A huge thank you to the faithful teams who set up the refreshments in 2017: 

Team 1 Val W., the late Dorene & Clark C.,/Shyan, Marlene O., Maureen T.  

Team 2  Drew & Shelly C., Joanne W., Joanne S., Sharon N.  

Team 3  Janet & Rob W., Ann & Vern W., Kanta K. 

Team 4  Heather B., Marion Mc., Linda H., Betty B./ Frances N. 

Team 5 Andrew T., Sandra C., and Norma & Henry T., 

The teams, in turn, appreciate the goodies that get dropped off by the congregation. What a 
pleasure for each team to receive your support and be able, in turn, to offer a “groaning table” each Sunday. 

The monthly coffee cost alone is up to $110.00 which serves all church events.  

The chair and table set-up and take-down needs many helping hands, with thanks to all who step in. 

We give thanks for the gifts of the late Dorene Campbell in our church family. Her warm heart and willing hands will be missed at 
Crossroads.  

 

Catering 

From time to time, we are asked to cater events that are occurring in the life (or building) of Crossroads United Church. This year 
was no exception: 

• Four memorial services 

• B.C. Conference LeaderShift workshop (full lunch and coffee breaks, including special menu for gluten-free folks) 

• June 4 luncheon following worship when our guests from Gyeonggi South Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in the 
Republic of Korea were with us, and for the Archival project “reveal” 

• Refreshments for the December Maple Leaf Singers concert 

Many thanks to all who were part of the teams that carried out these catering events. 

Submitted on behalf of everyone who has spent time in the kitchen. 

Ann Wilkie 
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HUB Dinners  

 

Since our founding, Crossroads has participated with neighbouring United Church congregations in the rotation of preparing and 
serving a community meal at Amazing Grace United Church on the second Saturday of each month. Crossroads handles the months 
of March and October each year. With Brenda’s continued leadership in the kitchen and Joanna’s ongoing recruitment of willing 
volunteers, this ministry continues to flourish.  

Brenda (head cook) and Joanna (volunteer recruiter) are grateful for the many wonderful volunteers that make this dinner happen. 
Roles include shoppers, lasagna makers, salad spinners, table setters, servers, and clean-up crew. Should you wish to get involved 
with volunteering, please reach out to Joanna Cossey as we are always looking for individuals to assist with this ministry. 

We often recognize many of our own dining “regulars” from Crossroads’ Monthly Community Dinner when we are serving at the 
HUB. We rejoice that we are able to make a difference in the lives of vulnerable folks in the Whalley area. Thanks to all who 
contribute to this ministry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Thomas and Joanna Cossey 

 

Intercessory Prayer Ministry  

We are a group of 14 people who have made a commitment to pray regularly for those who have asked for prayer support.  We pray 
at home for any people who have requested it for themselves or someone they know. We meet every second month to give support 
to one another and to update folks on the prayer needs.  

We have two categories for prayer requests. Some have asked for their request to be confidential to the prayer group and we do not 
print their name or talk about their need beyond our prayer group. The other group are those whose requests are printed in the 
Announcement sheet for the congregation to pray for. In order for names to be printed we want to have the permission of the 
person for whom we are praying. We have three areas of need: prayers for healing, prayers for support and grace, and prayers for 
comfort. It helps us to know a little bit of the situation in order that we can pray for the need. If the need changes, a person can ask 
us to pray for the situation as it is now. 

We are sometimes asked how long we leave a name in the Announcement sheet for prayer. We keep it there as long as it is needed:  
sometimes for a few weeks, sometimes for a few years.  As long as a person feels that they need or want prayer support, we are 
only too happy to hold them before God in prayer. We appreciate it if you let Diane in the church office or Edith Baird 
(ebaird@telus.net) know when you think prayer is no longer required. 

We do not believe that there is any one right way to pray or a right time. We follow the words in the book of James 5: 13-14:  

“Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are you cheerful? They should sing songs of praise.  
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church, and have them pray over them...”  

We are not elders of the church, but we are a group who believe that by praying, we are given the honour of transmitting God’s 
love, mercy and power to the one in need. We are blessed by this ministry. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edith Baird  

for Maureen Bailey, Pam Bulpin, Sandra Clark, Cari Copeman-Haynes, Diane Hall, Linda Hodgins, 
Shannon Hodgins, Esme MacKenzie, Leslie Marconi, Gabrielle McLarty, Cathy Robinson-Kingscott, 
Pam Shaw and Joanne Shorter 
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JAM (Just About Ministry) 

JAM: ministry with youth in grades 6 to 12 

JAM was called to explore two themes in 2017: spiritual practice, and apologetics. And we almost know what the second word 
means now. Using a book called "Way to Live" we explored how we can acknowledge God's presence and practice being present to 
God in many different ways, from play to music to prayer and dealing with our stuff, our things. Each youth received a copy of the 
book in the spring. Over the summer we consulted the youth (thanks, Joanna!) discovering the question, "What do you say when 
people say ________ about Christianity or Christians?" Some of that comes under the heading, apologetics, defending "what you 
believe." More broadly, we've been exploring "What does it look like for you to follow Jesus?" We have explored choice, identity 
through charades (thanks for joining us, Sylvia F!) and discussion and Bible study. This has been an important question for us as 
three of our long-timers (Amanda, Amanda, and Julia) will graduate from JAM and high school in 2018.  

Although our fall retreat was postponed to spring break of 2018, we did begin a new 'ministry' for JAM, "JAM in the 'hood!" Johnny 
and Sylvia F (thank you again, Sylvia) welcomed us into their home for stories and conversation on the themes of "choice and 
change" as well as baking some yummy scones. Another change in the fall was moving our meeting time to the second and fourth 
Sundays of the month for which there were usually a handful of youth present, including one who could rarely attend on the first or 
third Sunday. On Sundays through ritual, song, sharing, and scripture we look for the presence of God and listen for the voice of 
Jesus in our lives. 

With gratitude, we look forward to more Jammin' in the 'hood and engaging Sunday mornings, as well as the retreat in March. 
Gabrielle has continued to be a rock, a resource, and guide toward clarity and discipleship for Joanna and Rob and the youth.  
We are grateful to Crossroads for nurturing and supporting this ministry in many ways. 

With gratitude, 

Rob and Joanna 

  
 
 

KidVenture (Kidsweek)  

This year the Summer Children’s Ministry Team (formerly known as Kidsweek) decided to shake things up a little.   

We started with a new name, KidVenture, to express what we’re about: adventure, kid-focused, and the exploration of faith and 
other disciplines.  We also organized the children into family-groupings to allow for more mentorship between younger and older 
children.  Crossroads provided a nutritious snack of fruit and ice-cold water each day. And finally, we minimized the number of 
transitions each day with fewer activity stations. 

Each morning the kids gathered in their groups to check in and enjoy some low-key activities (building toys, coloring).  Everyone then 
congregated in the Hall for the plenary session of singing, a prayer and candle lighting and interactive storytelling.  Afterwards, 
groups were combined to participate in a rotation of three stations (Creative Space, Science, Games and 2x a week- Outreach).  The 
Outreach project focused on Burns Bog (a natural fit, pun intended, for the adventure theme).  Tuesday afternoon, some families 
met up for a shady exploration of the Delta Nature Reserve of Burns Bog. 

This year over 70 kids were registered with 4 awesome Teen Leaders.  We are grateful to Gabrielle, Julia 
(our summer student), the KidVenture planning team and over 50 Crossroads volunteers that helped as 
class shepherds, registration assistants, oasis/kitchen hosts, bakers, leaders, Work Bee volunteers and in 
many other ways to make KidVenture happen.  

Thanks be to God for the KidVenture ministry at Crossroads! 

Submitted by Shannon Hodgins  
on behalf of the KidVenture Planning Team  
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Library  

This past week we catalogued our 1000th book for the church library! We have received many donated books as well as purchasing 
many new ones. Our books cover a wide range of topics, including books for children and youth, fiction, self-help, Biblical 
background, theology, spirituality, world religions, fine arts, and biographies. We also have books to understand and support our 
affirming ministry. We are pleased that the library is so well used and appreciate everyone's promptness in returning books.  The 
library is open before and after church on Sunday mornings. 

We will continue to put devotional books in a basket in the Oasis to be read there , or sign out for whatever length of time, up to one 
year, that you would need. Please sign out the devotional material from the Oasis in the book kept there for that purpose. The Oasis 
also has foreign language Bibles, specifically Hindi and Tagalog. 

We will also continue with “Minutes for Ministry” to keep the congregation informed about new book purchases. To keep the library 
up to date and relevant we will also periodically offer outdated books for sale for a small donation to the library. 

The library is a wonderful source of inspiration, education, support and strength, and we welcome everyone to make use of it. We 
also welcome any ideas or suggestions that will keep our library the source of inspiration, education, support and strength that we 
would like it to be. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Betty-Lou Read 
on behalf of Edith Baird, Pam Bulpin, Marion Carr, Marlene Olson, Joanne Shorter. 
 
 

 

 

Mama Orphans Chi ldren’s Home  

Throughout 2017, Crossroads continued its financial and spiritual partnership with Mama Orphans Children’s Home in Busia, Kenya 
(MOCH).  

Crossroads provides consistent and ongoing financial support to MOCH through Sunday School offerings, a “Mama’s Day” special 
offering, the sale of Betty and George Langtry’s goat and chicken Christmas tree ornaments, and Aimee Brennan’s bottle collection 
project supported by the congregation. Remember to save and return your (clean) bottles as one way to collect funds for MOCH. 

On April 1, 2017, Julia Copeman-Haynes’ choir, the BC Girls’ Choir, held a concert at Crossroads from which they donated the 
proceeds to MOCH.  

Recently, the orphanage has been working to reunite some children with their extended families and communities, while remaining 
involved in their lives as needed. This had resulted in a reduction in the total number of children under the orphanage’s direct care 
and an additional 47 that have returned to their communities but still required some support from the orphanage.  

In August 2017, there was a general election in Kenya that led to violence and, sadly, left children orphaned. Although the number of 
children at MOCH had reduced previous to this, they recently have taken in more children who lost their parents or families in the 
violence. There are currently 89 children at the orphanage. 

Mama continues to struggle with health issues and her daughter, Betty, now manages most of the day-to-day administration of the 
orphanage. 

In 2017, members of Crossroads supported seven high school students by providing funding for their tuition fees, as Kenya does not 
have universal high school education. For the 2018 school year, the Crossroads sponsors will be supporting four high school students 
and one college student. In previous years, some high school students have dropped out for various reasons and in 2018, Betty has 
decided to prioritize the top four most dedicated students to attend high school. This was a difficult decision for Betty, made after 
many years of experience and observation and she is hopeful this will be a successful strategy for both the students and the 
sponsors. 
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Mama’s son, Bobby, has been living in Vancouver since 2013. In 2017, his wife, Beth, and son, Zulu, obtained their Permanent 
Residence status in Canada and were able to move to Vancouver to reunite with Bobby.  A group from Crossroads had the pleasure 
of accompanying Bobby to welcome Beth and Zulu at the airport. A small wedding ceremony was held in September. Beth and 
Bobby would like to plan a larger reception in 2018 and are hopeful that Betty and Mama will be able to travel to Vancouver to 
attend. 

Betty and George Langtry intend to visit the orphanage in 2018. 

The ongoing operation of MOCH depends on donations. You can give through the offering plate by marking your donation “Mama 
Orphans”. When you give financially in support of MOCH, 100% of your donation goes directly to the children for their daily food, 
medical, and educational costs. Mama also depends on God to sustain the work of the orphanage and she welcomes your prayers 
and spiritual offerings.  

Submitted by 
Leslie Myers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Men’s Breakfast Group  

As with prior years, the men of Crossroads United Church are invited to meet on the first Saturday of each month for a social and 
unstructured breakfast. Served by an accommodating staff at White Spot, breakfast conversation revolves around sporting events, 
world leadership or lack thereof, Canadian politics, weather hot spots in winter, the pancake supper, Christmas shopping and 
anything else of interest. Of course, Crossroads United Church also forms the basis of conversation. 

During 2017, some 19 fellows responded to the e-mail invitation or Crossroads announcements reminder and attendance ranged 
from a summertime low of six to a winter high of 12. All men are welcome and if you are not currently receiving an e-mail invitation 
let us know so that you can be included. 

John Charlesworth 
Contact  
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Music Ministry  
 

“Sing Praise to God!” 

Another year has passed, and again I give thanks for the rich musical gifts in the community of Crossroads United Church! 

Our faithful and faith-filled chancel choir continues to rehearse weekly from September to June, singing anthems and teaching new 
music almost every week throughout the season. Major anthems at Easter and Christmas provide challenge and opportunity for 
growth – this past Easter we offered an original anthem/dramatic reflection written by our own Rob Copeman-Haynes! 

Our Crossroads house band provides faithful and sensitive accompaniment for hymns, service music and often anthems throughout 
the year. The musicality and sensitivity of our music team adds so much to our worship life, and to community events like the 
Christmas Sale. Thank you! 

The youth choir continues to delight us all, providing occasional anthems drawn from 
popular songs and other more intentionally sacred repertoire. Their communion anthem for 
the 9pm Christmas Eve service is a good example – a rendering of the Wexford Carol, an old 
Irish carol, accompanied by double bass and two tabla players. Beautiful! 

Nic and Gabrielle continue their work with the children of the congregation, preparing 
anthems for special worship occasions. Seeing and hearing the musical growth of our 
children is richly satisfying, as they find their voices and take sacred song deep into their 
hearts. Thanks be to God for the children, and for their leaders! 

During August we offered an experiment in intercultural ministry, a weekly Song Circle intercultural gathering on Wednesday 
evenings, with people of many faith and cultural traditions and of many skill levels sharing songs with each other. These gatherings, 
which were co-led by Amarjeet Singh from the Naad Centre for the Arts, gathered steam through the month as word spread through 
the community, leading to a full house on our last Wednesday. Discussions are underway regarding future directions for this kind of 
ministry. 

As always, I give thanks for my staff colleagues: for Nic on piano and organ in particular, as she puts up with my idiosyncrasies and 
adjusts with me as the flow of worship requires, and of course for Rev. Cari, Gabrielle, Diane, Janis and Heather, for all of their 
support and encouragement. 

Yes, we are richly blessed at Crossroads, and I feel well supported in the work I do by so many people. As always, if you feel a song 
coming on or a desire to deepen your relationship with a musical instrument, please know that you are always welcome to join us - 
just to try it out, or as a more regular part of one of our musical teams. 

A closing quote from a modern paraphrase of an old German chorale sums up my sense of our musical mission at Crossroads, to 
involve the whole congregation in the task of giving praise through song: 

Sing praise to God, who has shaped and sustains 
 all creation! 
Sing praise, my soul, in profound and 
 complete adoration! 
Gladsome rejoice - 
organ and trumpet and voice - 
joining God's great congregation. 
 

(From VU221, words by Joachim Neander, 1680, English paraphrase  

copyright © 1993 Madeleine Forell Marshall. 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-713313.) 

 
Bruce Harding, B.Mus., M.A., Ph.D. 
Contractor for Music Ministry 
Crossroads United Church 
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Open Mic Night  

It was in 2010 that Crossroads opened its doors to welcome all who wanted a place to share their talents, 
either through song, dance, poetry, story-telling, playing an instrument, or sharing a joke, with its 'open 
mic' forum.  

What was initially intended as a youth event, quickly evolved into an inter-generational evening. Surprises 
awaited us each month, and much depended on the talented performers who joined us. Refreshments 
were offered for a nominal price and we were able to raise funds for the youth in our church to attend 
seminars, conferences, or retreats. 

We reached out to High Schools, other churches in the area and music teachers, and found places to 
advertise this monthly event.  

This past year the number of performers and general attendance seemed to drop and we were unable to attract new participants 
and even the regular performers became very sporadic. We recognized that the youth in our midst lead busy lives and were not 
always free to join us.  

The team did some brainstorming and try as we might, it became evident that the evening was not moving forward in a positive 
way. 

Four dedicated and long serving team members felt they were being called in a new and different direction and so the last open mic 
as we know it was December 2017.  

It goes without saying that this event was a worthwhile venture and ministry, held together with the expertise and faithfulness of 
many people, not least of all Dr. Bruce Harding, who provided music accompaniment for many performers, set up the sound system 
and sometimes filled in with his own delightful musical talents. The faithful 'kitchen ladies' team included– Robin Allaby, Kelly Avey, 
Pam Bulpin, Janis Marshall, Kerry Roodnick, and yours truly Sylvia Freer. Maureen Bailey undertook the MC duties with Kelly Avey as 
a substitute.  When available, other congregational members and community attendees helped out with the hall and sound set up, 
and provided delicious treats to sell. Santa also made an appearance at the December evening. All these combined efforts are truly 
appreciated. 

There is still some interest in initiating another event to replace the open mic ministry, so stay tuned. 

To quote Alexander Graham Bell: “When one door closes another door opens, but we often look so long and so regretfully upon the 
closed door that we do not see the one which has opened for us.” 

I pray we will recognize the new open door. 

Respectfully submitted for the 'Open Mic' team, 

Sylvia Freer 

 

 

 “Reflections” Book Study Group 

Reflections is a group, on average, of nine ladies who meet Monday morning at 10am in our church library to nurture 
personal spiritual growth and friendship in a safe and supportive environment.  

During this past year we explored two study books “Groups: The Life-Giving Power of Community” and “Grace, an 
invitation to a way of life.” 

The group enjoyed an evening Christmas social at the home of Leslie Marconi in December.  

We are currently reading “Living, Loving & Learning” by Leo Buscaglia along with some Bible study from “Faith at Work, Canada.”  

Reflections is always open to new members, so if Christian fellowship and interesting book study appeal to you, please make note of 
our meeting schedule in the announcement sheet, and join us on Monday morning at 10 am in our church library.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Stadey  
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Sound & Projection Team  

Each Sunday, two people sit in the sound/power-point booth and fiddle with the microphones, making sure you can hear what’s 
happening and see the words to say and sing on the screens. Thank you to Kelly Avey, Pam Bulpin, John Charlesworth, Joanna 
Cossey, Jan Denham, Cheryl Harding, Bryan Hodgins, Jason Hodgins, and Janis Marshall for your faithful service, sitting in the booth 
on Sundays making sure everything runs smoothly. And thank you Diana Mohrsen for joining the team in a time of need! It was 
much appreciated. 

You may have noticed that we now have a camera in the sanctuary! This has been an exciting 
development for the team, learning its nuances and how to use it to be least distracting during 
children’s time! Bryan Hodgins was instrumental in organizing and researching the purchase for which 
we are grateful. We are also happy to report that the new wireless handheld mic continues to work well 
and is a vast improvement compared to the old mic. 

If you are having a difficult time hearing what’s going on during the service, there are some hearing 
assistance devices available. They should be sitting out on the table by the Oasis, but if not, please ask 
whoever is in the booth for a headset. 

If you feel a calling to volunteer on Sundays, you can talk to me or anyone else who helps out and we 
can get you comfortable with the equipment. 

If you thought a Sunday sermon was so wonderful that you want to listen to it again, or send it to a friend, you can! The sermons are 
posted weekly on the church website: http://crossroads-united-church.ca/.  

Maybe you’ve noticed that before the service starts, the announcements are scrolling through on the big screens. Diane Hall, our 
wonderful office administrator, creates the weekly announcements and the service slideshow too. A big thank you to Diane for 
putting it together. 

Again, if you want to volunteer, we are always open to more help, so feel free to talk to me and I’ll connect you with our chief 
trainer. We especially need help during the summer months! 

Many thanks to our volunteers! 

Thea Copeman-Haynes 

Weekly Schedule Coordinator and operator 

 

 

Spiri tual Practices Team 

Team members Brian Arkell, Joanna Cossey, Sharon Nosek, Eileen Noullett and Rev. Cari gather to plan and facilitate diverse 
opportunities for Crossroads youth and adults to deepen in their relationship with God. In 2017 these included:  

Reel Spirituality: a short springtime series of film evenings.  

Lenten Spiritual Practice Series: a well-attended series of Tuesday evenings, led by presenters Rev. Cari (Lament), Ann Wilkie 
(Pysanky), Rob Copeman-Haynes (My Ugly Boots), Craig Perry (My Own Personal Jesus), and Rev. Joan McMurtry (And What God Do 
You Worship?). 

Lenten Bog Walks: Maddy Harned and Eileen Noullett offered a Sunday afternoon opportunity for guided walks in Burns Bog and 
theological reflection.  

Creative Spirit: a popular spring and fall series of opportunities for spiritual engagement through art and craft. Watercolour painting 
led by Judy Beach continues to be popular. Pysanky (part of the Lenten Spiritual Practice Series) was also well attended. Beeswax 
candlemaking was offered by Michael and Cathy Robinson-Kingscott just prior to Advent.  

Hike Series: led by Joanna Cossey.  A series of excursions in June, July and September to local destinations. A small group of youth 
and adults enjoyed these moderately challenging hikes. 
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Video Discussion Series: Living The Questions “The Jesus Fatwah: Love your (Muslim) Neighbour as 
Yourself” four week series.  
A well attended opportunity led by Rev. Cari to learn about Islam and meet a group of Muslim neighbours 
one evening for conversation. 

Advent Spiritual Practice Series: two identical 45 minute sessions were offered each week, focussing on 
the Advent theme of that week: hope, peace, joy, love. Labyrinth walking, contemplative prayer, etc.  

New Year’s Eve Labyrinth Walk: an early evening, candlelit drop-in opportunity to quietly reflect on the past year and prepare for 
the coming one. Rev. Cari provided material to guide participants. Journalling and art response materials were also available. 

In addition to these varied gatherings, a separate team of Brian Arkell, Thea Copeman-Haynes, Joanna Cossey (registrar) and Eileen 
Noullett was created to plan the Adult Spiritual Retreat at Rivendell Retreat Centre on Bowen Island in September 2018. As Rev. Cari 
will be newly returned from her sabbatical at that time, we are grateful to Rev. Scott Swanson, friend of Crossroads, who has agreed 
to provide leadership for this retreat.  

Rev. Cari often describes the Spiritual Practices Team as small but mighty! We lean heavily on our ministry staff to carry out many of 
the events we plan.  

If you are interested in joining the team to envision and plan more spiritual practice opportunities for the Crossroads community, or 
if there is a specific activity you would appreciate or would like to offer, please be in touch with any of the Spiritual Practices Team 
members.  

Submitted by  
Eileen Noullett 

Tenant Relations  

The Tenant Relations Team continues to work closely with our permanent renters, 
making sure that we meet their needs as well as maintaining a close relationship with 
them.  

Our main tenant, One World Child Care, continues to work closely with us and are always 
looking at new ideas to increase their enrollment.  

Our Tuesday AA, Thursday NA and Sunday AA groups carry on at the reduced 
“partnership” rental rate that we have always offered them.  

Our short term rentals still seem to be the best way to make use of the available space 
that we have left to offer. We get many rebooks for the following year and I get 
compliments from them regarding our friendly staff, great location and very workable 
space. A big thank you from myself and Mountain West Studios to the congregation for 
sharing the worship space with them, which made much less work for us over the 9 days 
they were with us in February, 2017. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Betty Desy 

 

Worship Team  

The Worship Team meets periodically to consider broad issues around worship at Crossroads, working to ensure that our worship 
life is an accurate reflection of the Crossroads Vision. We are grateful for the excellent leadership provided by our ministry staff and 
contractor for music ministry. We also appreciate the support of the Crossroads office administrator, Diane Hall. We welcomed Elva 
Standeven to our team this year. Members of the Worship Team look after many of the practical aspects of preparing for worship: 
finding scripture readers, communion servers, tech support people, and arranging for pulpit and music leadership supply when 
necessary.  

In 2017, much of our focus was on honouring the commitment to diversity named in our Vision. We have sought diverse voices in 
prayers, scripture readings, co-presiding over communion, and we continue to sing service music in a variety of languages. We are 
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increasing our awareness of our relationship with local First Nations by acknowledging at the beginning of worship that we gather on 
the territory of several First Nations. 

In spring 2017 a new way of receiving our offerings was introduced to address several observations. Taking up the offering during 
the service can be awkward for newcomers and visitors, who we welcome into worship without any obligation to make an offering. 
Passing the offering plate can be difficult when there are large gaps between worshippers. And many worshippers use PAR, so they 
simply pass the plate without placing anything in it. After consulting with other congregations, boxes have been placed at the 
entrances to the sanctuary for worshippers to deposit their offerings in as they enter the sanctuary, which are then brought forward 
and presented during worship. The Worship and Finance Teams have been watching closely to be alert to any drop in offerings. 
Crossroads worshippers have graciously embraced this modification – we know it can take a bit of time and a certain awareness to 
adjust to change. 

Some technological improvements were made in 2017. New projectors have helped to improve the visibility of images projected on 
the screens. A new hand held mic was purchased. And a chancel camera was installed, funded by the Memorial Fund. Thanks to the 
technical whizzes in our congregation, headed up by Bryan Hodgins, who spend many hours researching, 
procuring, installing, fine tuning and troubleshooting all these systems. 

Gabrielle McLarty attended a workshop on enhancing the worship environment and brought back to 
Crossroads ideas for visually marking seasons of the Christian year. A small group is forming to create 
these installations that will enliven our worshipping experience. Thank-you Gabrielle! 

After many years Marlene Erickson retired as “candlelighter roster keeper” – thank-you Marlene! Thanks 
to Brenda Thomas who has stepped up to recruit a candlelighter each Sunday before worship.  

Thanks to Betty Desy who continues her work of preparing elements for communion and baptisms and 
other support as needed. We are also grateful for Robin Allaby’s energy in organizing the greeter roster. 

A special acknowledgement must be given to Walter Hawkins. Walter has recently decided that he will 
resign from the Worship Team. Walter has served Crossroads United, and the founding congregation of Royal Heights, in many roles 
for decades. Walter’s service, alongside his partner Myrtle, has been marked by his heart for people, and the gracious welcome 
extended to all. Thank-you for your dedication, Walter. 

Submitted by Eileen Noullett 
Chair – Worship Team  
Team members: Rev. Cari Copeman-Haynes, Dr. Bruce Harding, Thea Copeman-Haynes, Cheryl Harding, Walter Hawkins, Eileen 
Noullett, Pam Shaw, Elva Standeven, Norma Thiessen. 

 

Write Your Story 

 

A Write Your Story group meets monthly in the library at Crossroads. We very much appreciate use of the space. The purpose of the 
group is to encourage participants to write down some of our personal stories for our children and grandchildren.  

Society has changed so much in the past years. Sharing memories of the past helps to remind others of forgotten moments. It helps 
preserve our individual slice of Canadian history. It also turns acquaintances into friends, and provides an opportunity for bursts of 
laughter, the odd tear, and much gratitude for each other. 

Submitted by 
Diana Mohrsen 
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FINANCIAL PAGES 

 

Finance and Stewardship Team 

 

Acts 20:35  “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
 

The task of the Stewardship & Finance team is two-fold – to educate the congregation in being good stewards of the abundant 
blessings we receive from God and to oversee and administer the finances entrusted to us by the congregation. 

Our Treasurer, Ken Jones, continues to faithfully prepare monthly financial statements. The members of our team meet 
regularly to monitor the results of the monthly financial statements and discuss ways to decrease net operating losses, 
continue funding current programs and meet our mortgage commitments.  The congregation has been kept aware of our 
financial needs and has responded positively. However, this year we have experienced an actual decline in local offerings, 
compared to budget and compared to the prior year. We are aware of this result and continue to closely monitor our 
revenues. Overall, our total revenues have been comparable to the prior year due to increases in other revenue sources, 
particularly outreach offerings. Our net operating results improved over the prior year due to a reduction in expenses.  

In our budget for 2018, we expect our revenues will remain somewhat consistent compared to 2017, but we expect there will 
be increases in the expenses. Our 2018 budget indicates a larger operating loss than 2017 but an increase in contributions by 
the trustees such that our overall income before amortization will be comparable to the 2017 results. 

As indicated in previous years, we continue to rely on reserves from the Trustees to finance new ministries essential to the 
vision of the church. Although, the Trustees Fund continues to decline, the continued contribution by the trustees enables us 
to achieve our goal to be good stewards. However, we also need to monitor the available funding by the trustees in the 
future.  

In 2018, as we wind down the capital campaign, we look forward to being able to retire the mortgage. This has been a 
remarkable achievement by the congregation. We will see an improvement in our overall cash flow by the elimination of the 
mortgage payment. However, the retirement of the mortgage will not result in sufficient funding for operations at the current 
offering levels.   

Our work is not finished. We need to continue growing our revenue sources to maintain our programs and operations.  

The congregation is well served by the dedication, time and diligent confidential work of the Stewardship & Financial team 
members and our teams of offering counters. We wish to show our appreciation of the dedicated service of Gail Martin, who 
has retired from the Finance Team. With God’s grace and the congregation’s continued support, we can achieve even greater 
things because adequate financing enables us to achieve our goals. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ken Clark, Chair. 

Committee members:    Ken Clark, Rev. Cari Copeman-Haynes, Sylvia Freer, Ken Jones,  
    Dixie MacLeod, & Diana Mohrsen. 
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Stewardship 

We thank God that our Crossroads’ congregation continues to grow incrementally in discipleship, spiritual and financial givings 
year after year. 

As we annually send out the Spirit-Given Gifts and financial commitment forms, we are aware that the lives of participants in 
our community of faith are always changing. Some people are new to Crossroads and deeply appreciate the practical list of 
ways to offer their time and talent. It is important to understand how we may offer to get involved in the ministries here. 
Others appreciate the detailed financial information enclosed with our commitment forms, and keep a close eye on how our 
money supports our vision. 

The Stewardship team is once again pleased to report that although the increase is small overall our members have exceeded 
commitments compared to the previous year. 

Results: 

We gave or mailed out 134 letters and received 66 replies. 66 committed money to local ministries and of the 66, 45 
made a commitment to M&S. There were 16 new commitments to local ministries and 10 new commitments to M&S 
for 2018. 

Comparing financial commitments from 2017 to the 2018 commitments there is a 0.3% increase for local ministries 
and a 2.3% increase for M&S. 

We are aware that with the restructuring efforts of the United Church of Canada, there will be changes in how our allocations 
are paid, and the Mission & Service Fund’s function in the life of our denomination will also be 
shifting as of January 1, 2019. Look for further information about all these proposed changes in the 
fall of 2018. 

Thank you again for your continued support to Crossroads and to our ministries! 

Submitted by 
Barry Stadey, Coordinator 
on behalf of the 2017 Stewardship Team, 
Klaus Fix, Sylvia Freer, George Garrett, Rev. Cari Copeman-Haynes 

 
 

Envelope/PAR Steward Report  

  

ENVELOPE SETS ISSUED AS OF DEC. 31/2017: 56  

PAR DONORS AS OF DEC. 31/2017: 65 

Donating using the PAR method provides regular funds for local church ministry, and also to the Mission & Service Fund, 
which is administered by the National church office. 

All of the above methods of giving are deeply appreciated and demonstrates our belief that God is the source of all that we 
have and as believers we share what we have with others. 

Respectfully submitted 
Sylvia Freer 
Envelope/Par Secretary 
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APPENDIX A: Stat ist ics & In Memoriam  

 
Crossroads United Church  
January to December 2017  

 
Membership December 2016 211 
 
2017 
Received by  
 Reaffirmation of Faith 6 
 Transfer  4  
   221 
 
Removed by  
 Action of the Policy Board   1 
 Death     2 
      
Total Membership Dec. 31, 2017  218 
 
Infant/child Baptisms 1 
Weddings  3 
Memorial Services 8 
 

  

 
 

In Memoriam  

 
 
 

 

 

Joshua Bunz 

December 13, 2016  

  

Dorene Campbell 

October 22 

 

Jo Gilhespy 

November 1  

 

Baby Myers 

November 12, 2016 

 

 

  

 

In Loving 

Memory of 

Lost Loved Ones 
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APPENDIX B: North Delta Refugee Project  

 

The North Delta Refugee Project is a coalition of four churches – Crossroads, North Delta Evangelical Free 
Church, Trinity Lutheran Church, and St. Cuthbert’s Anglican Church. The coalition was formed in late 2015 at 
the height of the public interest in the refugee crisis.  

The last year was a challenging one for our coalition. We had submitted an application to sponsor a Syrian 
family in late 2016, and we were naively expecting that our family would arrive in early 2017. We now have an 
arrival date of March, 2018! We are relieved and excited that the next phase of our work is now upon us – 
helping Souzan, Keifah, and kids settle in Canada through financial support and hands-on assistance. 

But 2017 was a year of waiting, and it was difficult for us to maintain our momentum when we were uncertain 
about whether and when Souzan and Keifah would be approved by Canadian Immigration Services. 

We continued our work with government assisted refugee families. However, as these families have become 
more independent, there has been less need for assistance. We are very grateful for the many volunteers who 
assisted with driving and for the many people who responded to our donation requests. 

The upcoming year will be busy and hopefully a wonderful experience for all involved -  the steering 
committee, our churches, and Souzan and Keifah and their family.  

After that? We don’t know! But unfortunately, although the refugee crisis is not getting the attention it was in 
early 2016, it still very much exists. So we ask for your continued prayers for the many people who have had to 
flee their homes due to violence and war, as we thank you for your support and prayers in the last year. 

With gratitude, 
Jan Denham 
Chair, North Delta Refugee Project 
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APPENDIX C: Minutes of the 2017 Annual General Meeting   

held at Crossroads United Church March 5, 2017 

Call to Order  

Opening Prayer  

Enabling Motions 

Motion: That Mark Hopkinson serve as Chair, and Pam Shaw as Secretary of Crossroads’ 2017 annual meeting.  
M/S/C Eileen Noullett, John Charlesworth 

 Motion: That adherents be granted full voting privileges. M/S/C Pam Bulpin, Brenda Thomas 

 Motion: That the agenda be adopted as circulated. M/S/C Klaus Fix, Thea Copeman-Haynes 

Approval of Minutes of 2016 Annual General Meeting: March 6, 2016                                                    
Motion: That the minutes of the 2016 Crossroads AGM be adopted as circulated in the  Annual Report.  
M/S/C  John Charlesworth, Alf Desy 

Consultation by the Policy Board  

"Now that we are an Affirming Ministry , what difference do we want to make in the lives of families?" OR 

"What does it look like to welcome diversity at Crossroads?" OR 

"What does it look like to accept each other as we are?" OR 

"What is Crossroads' purpose here and now?" 

Administrative Reports  

 Motion: That the 2016 administrative reports be adopted as circulated in the Annual Report.  
M/S/C Elaine Galley, Leslie Marconi 

Ministry Reports  

 Motion: That the 2016 ministry reports be adopted subject to the following spelling corrections on page 10: Beryl Louisa 
Watson, Cheryl-Ann Johansen.  
M/S/C Cathy Robinson-Kingscott, Dixie MacLeod 

A Word About the North Delta Refugee Project (NDRP) pages 49-50 (Jan Denham) 

Jan advised that our application is currently in Winnipeg for processing; the next step is for the sponsored family to be interviewed 
in Lebanon. 

 Motion: That the 2016 report of the NDRP (narrative and financial) be adopted as circulated. 
M/S/C Jan Denham, Drew Carlisle 

2016 Financial Statements (Ken Jones, Treasurer) 

 Motion: That the financial statements for the year 2016 be adopted as presented. M/S/C Ken Jones, Dixie MacLeod 

Mission & Service Fund Target (Ken Jones) 

 Motion: That the Mission and Service Fund target be set at $26,600 for the year 2017. M/S/C Ken Jones, Maureen Bailey 

2017 Budget (Ken Jones) 

 Motion: That the Budget for Crossroads United Church for 2017 be approved as  amended (amended p. 47 Budgeted Cash Flow 
Statement of Trustees Investments Funds) M/S/C Ken Jones, Marne Hopkinson  

Looking ahead: Our Lead Minister as President of BC Conference (Eileen Noullett) 

Rev. Cari's term as President of BC Conference will run from May 2017 to May 2018. Plans are in place both for support in her lead 
minister role at Crossroads and for pulpit supply when Rev. Cari's President duties require her to be elsewhere. In May 2018 Rev. 
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Cari will begin her already-scheduled three-month sabbatical plus a bit of vacation time, and will return to Crossroads in late August 
2018. 

Nominations Report (Presented by Leslie Marconi) 

 Motion: That the report of the Nominations Committee be approved as presented and all named therein be elected or 
appointed to their respective positions. M/S/C Leslie Marconi, Jan Denham 

A Report from the Children (Gabrielle McLarty, Nicole Desy and Crossroads children) 

The children told us about their favourite rooms in the church and the things that happen in those rooms that are important ministry 
for children. They had suggestions for other activity rooms that would be fun to have at church. 

Closing Prayer / Adjournment  
M/S/C Cheryl-Ann Johansen, Brenda Thomas 

 

 

Nominations Report 2017 

Policy Board 

Rob Copeman-Haynes* (2017-2020) 

Eileen Noullett (2014-2017) (2017-2020) 

Linda Jones* (2017-2019) 

Mark Hopkinson (chair) (2013-2016) (2016-2019) 

Klaus Fix* (2017-2018) 

Stewardship & Finance Team  

Ken Clark (chair)  

Sylvia Freer & Diana Mohrsen (co-Envelope/PAR Secretaries) 

Ken Jones (Treasurer)  

Dixie MacLeod  

Gail Martin  

Ministry & Personnel Committee 

Marne Hopkinson 

Leslie Marconi  

Doug Shorter  

Linda Stadey* 

Val Windsor  

Presbytery Rep 

Bruce Holvick* (2016-2017) (2017-2020) 

Trustees  

Betty Desy  

Bryan Hodgins 

Leslie Marconi 

Barry Stadey* 

Cameron White 

 

*Indicates a new nominee for 2017 

We give thanks for the gifts shared by Linda Stadey (past-chair, 5 years), Paul Sankey (2 years) and Drew Carlisle (6 years) on the 
Policy Board; Joanne Wilcox (15 years) and Earl Ellett (1 year) on the Finance Committee; John Charlesworth as chair of Trustees (4 
years) and a member of M&P; and Carl Beach (2 years) as our Presbytery representative. 
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ATTENDANCE OF CROSSROADS UNITED CHURCH 2017 ANNUAL MEETING  Held March 5, 2017

Members 

Maureen Bailey 

Carl Beach 

Pam Bulpin 

Clark Campbell 

Dorene Campbell 

Drew Carlisle 

Marion Carr 

John Charlesworth 

Sandra Clark 

Thea Copeman-Haynes 

Rob Copeman-Haynes 

Jan Denham 

Alf Desy 

Betty Desy 

Minda Dobres 

Marlene Erickson 

Klaus Fix 

Elaine Galley 

Rae Gibbons 

Bruce Harding 

Cheryl Harding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bryan Hodgins 

Linda Hodgins 

Mark Hopkinson 

Marne Hopkinson 

Marti James 

Cheryl-Ann Johansen 

Ken Jones 

Betty Langtry 

Brenda Macdonald 

Esme MacKenzie 

Dixie MacLeod 

Leslie Marconi 

Janis Marshall 

Eileen Noullett 

Marlene Olson 

Betty-Lou Read 

Guy Roberts 

Cathy Robinson-Kingscott 

Pam Shaw 

Marilyn Smith-Creed 

Brenda Thomas  

Margaret Toews 

Val Windsor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adherents 

Dave Carr 

Ken Clark 

Earl Ellett 

Leif Erickson 

Craig Perry 

Marleen Soutar 

Rick Soutar  

Nam Ok Yoo 

 

Presbyter:  Rev Cari Copeman-Haynes 

 


